Medicaid versus state funding of community residences: impact on daily life of people with mental retardation.
The unintended effects on quality of life that flow from decisions regarding funding sources used to support community-based residential programs were documented. Results show that community residence program structures play an important role in determining quality of life after deinstitutionalization. Clients living under program structures flowing from the Medicaid ICF/MR funding source were less active and involved in life than were clients living in programs funded by non-Medicaid state sources. We hypothesized that the reason for this differential outcome was the result of Medicaid funding regulations and their interpretation, which create an institutional-like set of program structures leading to restrictive care patterns.